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The Meaning of Character

What is character? One often hears someons re-
ferred to as a person of charactsr, or, contrariwis™.
the reference is to a person who lacks character.
Whal is meant by this distinction? When may a
person be said to have charazter? In general, it may
be said that Lhe men or woman of charazter is one
whose sense of value and fundamental actltudes may
he recovnized in any situstion in which thatl individ-
ual may be found.

In reality, many selves go into the making of a
single personality. A man js cne self when on duly
in his varticulay deoartment, but guite anolher self
when at a dance. Each sitation calls for a different
cehaviovr pattern, Likewise, he is one szl when
witnessing a basketball fame, but another soif when
nttending church., Obvlously, this abillty to adjust
maod and behoaviour pattern to the demands of dil-
ferent situations is an aspect of the Senius of the
auman sbeeles.  Charaeter. however. has an import-
ani relation to this general picture. It represents
that line of continuity that runs through all of the
selves which make up one’s esperience. ‘Ihe person
of character, in other words, is one whose moral
valves, whose sell-respeet, and whase sensibilitles in
general, may be recognized in any particular circum-
stance. In short, character is the central self that
runs through all of the vavious particular s»lves which
make un the personallty, The person without char-
neter is. of course. the person whe lazlks, in any mean-
in2ful way, this central seli. Such an individunla lacks
any semblance ol consistency in his life; he is unpre-
dictable, and one never knows how far to trust him,
or what to exnect of him in & given sitnation.

Naturally, the greatest hazard to the maintenance
ol characler comes when the individual is ushered
suddenly and unexpectedly into 2 new life siluation.
This is perhaps the most ready explanation of why
some individuals suifer moral dezeneration when
they enter military service. This eharacter (central
sell), such as L 38, is nol strong enough to assimilate
a new way of life. Instead ef disciplining themselves,
and thinking the thing through, these people yield
to every chance wind that blows. Thus, what mizhi
in time be an experience which would strenzthen anc
enrich the character serves actually to destroy even
that which already exists. Jesus knew whereof He
spoke when He said: “Far unto evervone that hath
shall be gilven, and he shall have abundance; but
from him that hath not, ¢ven that which he hath shall
be taken away."

—C. H. WAGERS
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The Bridegroom Was a Sailor

The happy brideproom wore a charming snilor suit
of dar®: material said to be tho same he wore shortly
aller being sworn into tha Navy, althouth he would
neither confirm nor deny this sentimental touch,

This altractive
jumper and panis.

suit consisted of two pieces, @

The jumper, beautifuvlly draped about the should-
ers and taslefully gathered undsr the arms, had o
deep V neck line which showed o Cenerous expanse
of white underwear. It wuas gracefully fashioned
without pockets.

The trousers were of the same dark material, sus-
nended from the walst, and falling in a straight line
almost to the Znees, wherz they flared oul into bell
botzoms.

Thirteen buttons adorned the fronl, and the rear
was tied with black ravon ribbon. The suit's severe
simplicity was relieved by an arlislic touch of black
hole-proof hosizry showing nattily between the bot-
tom of the trousers and the genuine leather shoe tops.

Final attractive touches were provided by two
clever accessories which did not maleh — a loosely
flowing cravat tied tizhtly over the Adam’s Apple,
and a novel, but undoubladly smart, small white hat,
which was worn precariously throushoul the cere-
mony perched on the bazk of the bridesroom’s head.

—The Memflite

CVEREURDENED TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES
REQUIRE GREATER USE O V¥-MAIL

Greater use must be made ol V-Mail or it may
become necessary (o discontinue carrving other per-
sonal mail overseas by alyr.

This warning is contalned in a letter [rom the
Chief of Naval Operation te all ships and stations
of the U. 8. Navy.

Oversens operations are taxing air mall trans-
porcation facilitles severely. V-Mail film takes up
less than two por cent of the space and weizht of
regular mall. Unless the majority of letters Lo and
from nersonnel overseas go by V-Muil. there is Lthe
likelihoad that air caygo space will be insufficient to
accommodate even a small percentage of unfilmed
personal mail.

V-Mail is now receivinz first transportation con-
sideration over all mail except olficer messenzer and
offivial registered air mail

BREVITY, 5 FORGOTTEN VIRTUE

The story of the creation of the world is told
in Genesis in 400 words. The world's greatest moral
code — the Ten Commandments — contains only 297
words. Lincoln's immortal Gettysburg address is but.
266 words in length.

The Declaration of Independence required 1,321
words to set up & new concept of freedom.

'Ihe Office of Price Administration uses 2,500 words
to announce a reduction in the price of cabbage seed.

—Ft. Worth Rotozraph







