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of each month — spot news ean be accepted wp to bt not later then the dvd of the following monti,

Tell it Lo your department reporter.

That One Factor

A man we koow lells 2 story about a man be knows

and that story hes sorc of stuck In our mind. TIb's
about & young lleutenant commander who had been
doing a bang-up job flving against the Japs and hod
returned te this country to teach combat flying to
younyg naval aviators, It scems he had left the vicin-
Ity of his air battles before he bad been presented
with all the medals which were due him, and so, on
this partientar afterncon, he was standing on the ap-
ron in front of the control tower at one of our eastern
naval air stations having o most distinguished nward
pinned on his left bresst. When the admiral had
finished and the festivities were over, Lhe voung hera
was beseiged by a horde of newsbuper men who wani-
cd “to know ali about it.” Well, he told them us
much as he could and he told it with the modesty
one finds charncteristic of real heroes. Then one cn-
terprising newsman asked a siZnificant question. He
suid, “What one factor best enabled you to carry oul
your herole attack successiully?"  Well, Lhat query
replly stumped the young aviator. He jusl didn’t
fanswer.

As the interview ended, our frlend said, “Why
didn't you answer; why didnt you attempt to answer?”

This Litme there was no hesitoney. “Well, 4 mon
just can't stand there and tell those reporters that
- he's the hest damm pilot In the Navy,”

That's all there is to the story. as such. but as
we've been turning (£ over in oir mind it has taken
on o new signifieance, This [ighter pilot was no
braggart, nor was he over-confident when he zuve
that answer. Rather, he was sure of his ability de-
veloped by extensive training and schooling; he was
confident that he could bandle himself and his plane
ably in anv crisis. When nilots — or ather officers
and men -~ have confidence emanating from 2 solid
buckzround of preparation for the job, they are un-
heatable,

A Christmas Card

There’s a pretty spnt in Michigen
Where lots of wild things used to grow,

It's changed a lot the last [ew vears
And now mighty airplabes come and go.

It's really quite an enchenting place,

It must heve been Old-Mother-Nature's home,
Winding trails, singing trees, f gorgeous
pheasant on the brecze

Wwell ., it's just a place you would love to rozm.

It's called a Naval Air Stafion
Where young pliols learn to fly,

I'd sure like to dress one in & Santa Sulc
And send him sailing thru the sky.

I'd chart him straight to Your lhouse
And say, what & Christmas cheer he'd bring,

Of course he couldn’t ta'e old Santa’s place
Butb he still wouldn't miss a thing.

Bue , ., we've all a mighty imporcant job to do
(You know the reason why}

So T'm wishing yon a Merry Christmas now
.. .. I'll be seeing you by and by.

Smiley, G. D, Prir3c

YOU Are The NAVY

When you walk down the staeet, vou are the NAVY!
People judge the Navy by YOU. Your uniform should
be clean and smart; you should snap vour salutes. A
clean, smart and snappy appearance is your oblization
to this great Navy! ]

There s no cfficiene;y withouo discipline — and
our Navy |s a great fl:hting machine because of effi-
ciency, We jnined the Navy because we wanted Lo—
beeause we were proud of it and wanted to be a paurt
of 1. Let us show that pride by our conduct and our
dress. The rules amd resulations of the Navy have
been established by 150 years of experience — they
mean efficiency. Do vour part by followlhg them!

—From “Muzzle Blast" Naval Alr Gunners School
Hollywood, Florida
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UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN

Whether in War or in Peace, Christmas quickens
the human spirlc wherever the name of Christ Is
honored. *“A babe in o manger” is the theme which
runs throungh the
Christmas cxperience,
and herein lies one of
the great secrets of
tho seanson’s abpeal,
The picture of the
babe Jesus, Jving in a
manger, watched over
by Mary his mother
and Joseph his fath-
er, speaks o messate
which few are able to
resist.  IL is the mes-
sage of innocence and
nelplessness, and  as
such, o messnge which
stirs a1l of our better
instinels. Tor the
babe Jesus is pleading to us fcr our loeve and protec-
tion: his innocence calls for our love, his helpless-
ness for our protection,

The important thing about the plea of the infant
Jesus is, of course, that it is able to penelrate the
usual defense mechanisms whereby we excuse our-
selves from the loving, kindly splvlt and the gencrous
giving hand., Maturity for many of us means a move-
ment away from Lhese spontaneous gualities of good-
ness.  Forbid it that we should ever be called naive,
so we become touzh-minded as a self-brotective de-
vise. We will sce that every man gets what he de-
serves in his dealing with us, but not-one mite more;
ne one can ever aceuse us of being an easy mark.

To be sure, there is much Lo be said for tough-
mindedness. In fact. within reasonable limits, it is
a positive guality, But the danger is that one will
go oo [ar in squelching his generous instincts, that
his tough-mindedness will turn to hard-mindedness.
This expresses itself in a too ready suspicion of Lhe
matives of others, in buildinz up a body of prejudlces
which one holds between onesell and o sympathetic
appreciation of the position of others, and, what is
perhaps the heart of the matter, an egotistical ten-
dency to glve one's snap judzements in such matters
the authority rightfully accorded only to studied and
reasoned evaluations.

However this may be for us individuals, Christmas
shakes us loose from such a pattern for a time, and
allows the [resh breczes of our Zinder, more generous
instinets to blow through cur llves azrin. The “bnrhe
in the manger” isn't asking for justice at our hand,
or pleading for an acceptance within our set preju-
dices. On the contrary, he speaks as the represen-
tative of little children of wll times and places, bre-
senting only his innccence and helplessness, osking
for our love and protection.

And this plea does something to us. The spiril
of generosity captivates us and we love for the sike
of loving and give for the sake of giving, Dxaggerat-

e tough-mindedness is thrown off its guard, and in
spirit we ourselves become once again as little c¢hil-
dren. And what hapiness we find in this spirit which
Ltakes possession of us rfor a season! God bhas re-
vealed himsel? in the face of a little child, and heaven
and earth are blended inte one when we respond to
the message of what revelation.

It would be wonderful if we could carry this blend
of heaven and earth with us all the time, Some do!

C. H. WAGERS

In This Corner.......

Thut “dificrent” uniform which youn sece on the
station these days bzlongs to the new TField Dircctor
ol The American Red Cross, Mr. Gerald F. Richard-
son.  Cf course, strange uniforms are no novelty at
Grosse Tle where the persoanel includes so many of
the services, Lut there are still officers and enlisted
men who ask what the collar insignia “ARC™ means.
£o here is the answer azTain, X

The Amerlean Red Cross
ls on the fob wherever the
armed forees go anywhere
across  the  world; and
Fleld Dircctors or Assist-
ants are assigned to all
branches of the service
whenever they are request-
ed by appropriate Army
or Navy Officers. M.
Duvid H. Huordie was as-
sizned to this station in
December 1942 and served
unti! November 10 when
Mr. Richardson tock over,
] Since July, the Fleld Di-

2 : rector here hus wlso had
responsibilicy for Red Cross services sl the Dearborn
Naval Training Scheol.

The new Feld Director is a New Englander by
pirth but has been Lhorougbly cured of the Yankee
dutlect by vears of travel. Born in Vermoat he was
moved to Californin al the aze of four where he
eventunlly attended grade and high schonls. e was
gradusted from Awrora Colleze, Aurorn, Illnols, In
1925 with the BA deSree; ang, over the yesrs, has done
advanced work in three graduate scheols, including
the University of Chicago. Mr, Rithardson was
trained for the ministry and served pastorates in
Ohio, California, and Illinois. In 1933 he returned to
his alma matey s Colleze Pastar, which soon includ-
ed the post of Public Relalions and Promotion Direct=
or. He organized and divected a 50th Anniversary
Development Frogram for the colleze in 1942,

Mr. Richardson enlisted with Red Cross and was
called for service in January, 1932, After trainihg in
Washington, D, C., and Jefferson Zarracks, Mo, he
was sent as an Assistant Field Direclor to the Army
Alr Bpse at Salina. Kansas; and in May was ad-
vanced Lo Pleld Director and sent to the Army A
Field at Great Bend. Kansas, to ortanize and dircct
Red Cross activities there. He came from Great
Bend to Grosse Ile. The new Field Director's home
i5 in Aurora. Illineis, where Mrs. Richardson and
iUu:u' four children, including twin dauzhlers, are liv-
ng.

Asked the Inevitable question “How do you like
Grosse Ile?' Mr. Richardsun has a ready answet:
“This is really f grand station. Everyone is friendly
and cooperative; and it will certainly be o pleasure
Lo serve here.”







